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SUNY ESF lab-reared snails. 
Photo: OPRHP  

As our collegiate FORCES Stewards and high school Jr. 
Conservation Stewards took to the field this season, we 
anticipated a summer that would bring us equal parts learning and 
fun, and that is exactly what we got! After so many days of 
canceled classes, virtual meetings and cyber lunches, our 
FORCES Stewards were hungry for new and exciting experiences 
in our parks and the opportunity to work (and play) together once 
again. Our 6th Annual Trainapalooza at Watkins Glen State Park 
kicked off the season (page 3). After that, Stewards from multiple 
regions gathered for field trips to several more parks, including 
Chimney Bluffs (page 6), Chittenango Falls (page 9) and Green 
Lakes & Robert H. Treman (page 12). FORCES Stewards were 
able to connect across regions and celebrate their 
accomplishments together in the field. 

Lunchtime at Chittenango Falls State Park 
(above). FORCES Stewards collect and study 

benthic macroinvertebrates to determine 
stream health at Robert H Treman State Park 
(left). Photos: OPRHP  

We certainly had a lot of projects and 
people to celebrate! Please check out 
our regional updates in this issue ð
Niagara, Taconic, Finger Lakes, 
Central and Allegany. I am so thrilled 
and grateful for how our FORCES 
participants have endured these 
pandemic times and for their resiliency. 
Itôs this resiliency we love to see, and I 
believe our FORCES Stewards are 
effectively doing their part, in and out of 
the classroom, to establish similar 
resiliency for our parks and natural 
resources. 
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Niagara Region Update                                                                            
Alexandra Tillman, FORCES Program Specialist 

With 11(!!) FORCES Stewards working throughout the Niagara Region this summer, we had plenty of helping 
hands for the many ongoing stewardship projects in our parks. We hosted two Trail Management Stewards, 
four Conservation Stewards (Group A & Group B), two Water Quality Stewards, two Pollinator Stewards, and 
an Environmental Education Steward. The rush of projects that occurs during the summer field work season 
is always pressing, however, this group thrived in the bustle even with the extreme heat we had!  

Our Trail Management Stewards, Michael Bruch and Julia Flowers,          
tirelessly worked to maintain as many trails throughout the region as 
possible. In total, they were able to check eight parks off their list!      
During the season, Michael and Julia learned proper trail management                    
strategies, the safe-use of hand tools and brush cutters, and how to 
evaluate trail structures/surfaces for updates needed. They also used 
GIS technology to accurately map the trail system at Beaver Island SP. 

Emily Pinto served as our Environmental Education Steward working out 
of Evangola State Park and assisting our interpretive staff with all                
aspects of their work. Emilyôs hours were spent on programming,                
researching topics for interpretive signage, pollinator garden creation, 
and much more! She also staffed the Evangola Nature Center where 
she was able to interact and educate with park patrons on all sorts of 
environmentally focused topics!    

Our two Water Quality Stewards, Jillian Smith and Kaitlynn Webber, were responsible for the daily testing at 
multiple site locations at Woodlawn Beach State Park. Each day, the Stewards took samples from Lake Erie 
and Rush Creek, completed field sheets regarding turbidity, environmental factors, recent weather events 
etc., submitted the data into our online system, AND delivered the samples to the testing lab all by 9:00am! 
The work they did was essential to keeping our beaches open for patron use and maintaining public health 
safety and standards as well. 

Pollinator Stewards, Celine Kawalek and Kate Turri, spent their days this                   
summer working in our parks that have pollinator gardens and no-mow zones. 
They used iNaturalist to observe active species and to help ID some new ones. 
A large portion of their time focused on pollinator garden rehab and planning.                    
Celine and Kate created garden designs for staff to implement in Artpark State 
Park and Beaver Island State Park and assisted with regular maintenance at 
these locations as well. On their last day as FORCES Stewards, they toured the 
Western District Nursery at Knox Farm State Park where all the plants used in 
the regionôs pollinator gardens are sourced from.  

Brendan DeCoff, Noah Kaczmarek, Emily OôBrien, and Maddie Was staffed our 
Conservation Steward Crew. They worked on numerous projects throughout the 
region, however, some to highlight are invasive crayfish surveys at Amherst 
State Park, AVID (Assessing Vegetation Impacted by Deer) surveys at Knox 
Farm State Park, emerald ash borer biocontrol releases throughout the region, 
and more! A significant amount of their time was invested in invasive species 
surveys at Golden Hill and Four Mile Creek State Parks, the Gorge Gap path 
system, and on removals of woody invasives at Fort Niagara and Joseph Davis 
State Parks.  

In total, the summer FORCES group in Niagara donated 1,403 volunteer hours to our regionôs stewardship 
efforts! Every bit of their hard work has been greatly appreciated and applauded by park staff, management, 
and patrons alike. 

Kate and Celine having some 
fun at the Beaver Island SP  

Nature Center. Photo: OPRHP  

Julia and Michael performing trail              
maintenance at Beaver Island State Park. 
Photo: OPRHP 


